151. TREATMENT OF INDIANS AT THE POINT

We referred last week to the ill-treatment to which some of the Indian
passengers1 on board the Somali are said to have been submitted on their
arrival in the Natal harbour. We have received corroboration of the
fact from another correspondent, who writes to us in Gujarati, to the
following effect :

Those who did not have the Transvaal permits, but were Transvaal refugees,
and those who did not possess the Natal passes, were put to much inconvenience.
They were locked up for three days in the steamer-hold.   They were not able-
to provide themselves with any food.   The third day Mr. Hassim Juma,  a
merchant of Durban, engaged a solicitor and was successful in getting about
five [persons] landed.   When Mr. Hassim Juma himself went to deposit bail,
it was" not accepted.   It was only after the intervention of a solicitor that, with
great difficulty, they were landed.   The passengers who were not able to land at
Delagoa Bay were also kept under lock, and were not allowed to cook their food.
We draw Mr. Harry Smith's attention to the above version. If it be true, it is
too painful for words, and if it be true that visiting passes were only allowed
on die intervention of a legal gentleman, it is very evident that something
is rotten in the state of Denmark. As it is, the poor Indians have, in order
to make their claims good, either for residing or remaining temporarily in
the Colony, to undergo a great deal of trouble and expense.   We do not
complain of a reasonable enforcement of the Immigration  Restriction
Act, but we do think that those who are entitled to land in the Colony,
or those who should be given every facility for passing through Natal to
a neighbouring Colony, ought not to be put to the expense of having to
engage a solicitor for mere matters of form.
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152.   JOHANNESBURG LOCATION
The Johannesburg Town Council has resolved that the Kaffirs living
near the Malay Location will be shifted to Klipspruit on the first of April
next year. Now Klipspruit is thirteen miles away from Johannesburg.
We wonder how the Kaffirs will manage to live at such a distance. The
Council also contemplates opening an Indian Bazaar near the Kaffir
Location at Klipspruit and expects to do this as soon as it gets the
necessary powers to do so.
A move to acquire the Malay Location is already afoot. This should
forewarn the Indians. The best course is for all Indians to arrange for
adequate accommodation within Johannesburg itself. We believe, how-
ever, that it will take the Council some time yet to acquire the Malay
1 Vide "Immigration Act of Natal", p. 130,